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HOMELESSNESS 
Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [10.04 pm]: I rise tonight to acknowledge the plight of the 
thousands of WA people who make the streets of Perth their home every night. Most people in this chamber know 
that it is Homelessness Week, and I give a shout-out to Shelter WA for putting on such a great opening last night. 
According to the census figures for 2016, roughly 9 000 people still sleep rough every night in Western Australia. 
Unfortunately, that figure only scratches the surface because, as we know, many people couch surf at a friend’s 
house or rely on distant relatives and supports to make sure that they have a roof over their head. Many of those 
people do not get captured by that census, so there is still a lot of work to do. Access to affordable housing is 
pivotal in addressing the homelessness crisis. That is why I am encouraged to see the state government’s 
commitment to the long-term accommodation project 20 Lives, 20 Homes Freo. It is a fantastic start but we all 
need to do more. We all know that providing a roof over someone’s head is pivotal in addressing the issue of 
homelessness and poverty. 

I would like to give a shout-out to many of the accommodation crisis centres across the state. Personally, one of 
the biggest eye-opening experiences that I have had since being in this place is to see the number of people who 
walk through the front door of my office at any given time during the year asking for help. That includes a young 
Indigenous family that walked through the doors of my office last year. This woman had three young kids. They 
had slept rough the night before and she wanted to know where they could stay. It is very difficult to navigate 
through—I should not say the bureaucracy—the system in a quick fashion to get someone the supports that they 
need. One late Friday afternoon we also had to help a single parent look for accommodation, but all we could find 
was a place in Mandurah. My office is in Midland, so to tell someone that the only bed available that night was in 
an accommodation facility in Mandurah was just not good enough. 

In my first speech, I said that budgets should not be balanced off the back of the most vulnerable in society. I still 
believe that. If we really want to address the issue of homelessness in this state, we need to prioritise what we put 
our money into. We may pursue surpluses for political reasons, but we should acknowledge that those surpluses 
and any extra money that comes into this state should be put back into the social services network that props up 
this state. We all know that at the end of the day, the society that helps the most vulnerable people will be judged 
by the number of people seen on the streets every night. 

I send a shout-out to all the organisations this week. There are people in this chamber who really care and I hope 
that we can keep pushing for a better society. The call last night that was echoed at the opening of Homelessness 
Week is that we have a crisis. It has been recorded that every night up to 9 000 people need to find a shelter, but 
our goal should be to end homelessness. It is something that we can achieve in a state as rich as ours. We have the 
greatest resources in the world. We should put a lot of these resources into protecting the most vulnerable people. 

House adjourned at 10.08 pm 
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